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in responding to the Office Action on the above-identified application. The extension 
extends the time to respond from August 10, 2002, to October 10, 2002. Accordingly, 
the appropriate fee for extension of time is that stated in 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17(a)(1) for 
a large entity, which is a $400.00 extension fee for response within second month. The 
total thus due for this Amendment A is $400.00, and a check for the $400.00 the 
extension fee is enclosed herewith. 

The Patent and Trademark Office is also authorized to charge any additional fee(s) 
required to secure entry of this Amendment A, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 18-0882. 

Please make the following amendments to the application: 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 6 and 21. A marked-up copy of the claims as amended in 
this Amendment A is enclosed as an attachment hereto. Following entry of the 
amendments in this Amendment, the pending claims in the present application read as 
follows: 



1 . A method of electronically presenting bills for at least one customer having 
an account from which funds may be drawn, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving at least one electronic bill for a customer; 

(b) scanning at least one paper bill received for said customer to generate 
electronic image information; 
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(c) extracting billing information from said electronic image information; 

and 

(d) presenting said at least one electronic bill and said extracted billing 
information representative of said at least one paper bill to the customer. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

(e) receiving a payment instruction from a customer to pay a bill; 

(f) drafting a payment on an account for the customer account; and 

(g) sending the payment to the biller that originated the bill. 

3. The method of claim 2, where step (f) comprises the step of printing a 
physical check on said account. 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising the step of printing a stored 
scanned image of a remittance stub. 

5. The method of claim 2, where step (f) comprises the step of submitting an 
electronic payment. 

^{$) ^^Ainended) The method of claim 5, wherein step (f) comprises the step of 
submitting an electronic payment usmg^^tan^automated clearing house network, a 
automated teller machine network, and a credit card network. 



7. The method of claim 1, where step (b) comprises the step of extracting 
billing information from said electronic image information using optical character 
recognition. 
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8. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of presenting an 
electronic image of a paper bill upon receipt of a request from the customer. 

9. A method of electronically presenting and paying paper-based bills for at 
least one customer having an account from which funds may be drawn, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) scanning a paper bill received for a customer to generate electronic 
image information; 

(b) automatically extracting billing information from said electronic image 
information using an optical character recognition process; and 

(c) presenting said extracted billing information representative of said at 
least one paper bill to the customer. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein step (b) comprises the steps of: 

(1) identifying a type of bill based upon unique numeric identifiers 
contained within said paper bill; and 

(2) extracting billing information from zones that are pre-defined for 

said type of bill. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of: 

(d) printing a physical check on an account of the customer. 

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising the step of printing a stored 
scanned image of a remittance stub. 
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13. A method of electronically presenting and paying paper-based bills for at 
least one customer having an account from which funds may be drawn, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) scanning a paper bill received for a customer to generate electronic 
image information; 

(b) extracting billing information from said electronic image information 
using an optical character recognition process; 

(c) storing a scanned image of a remittance stub for said paper bill; 
presenting said extracted billing information representative of said paper bill to the 
customer; 

(d) receiving a payment instruction from a customer to pay said paper bill; 
printing a paper check on an account of the customer; and 

(e) printing said stored scanned image of said remittance stub for said paper 



14. The method of claim 13, wherein step (b) is performed automatically. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein step (b) comprises the steps of: 

(1) identifying a type of bill based upon unique numeric identifiers 
contained within said paper bill; and 

(2) extracting billing information from zones that are pre-defined for 

said type of bill. 
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16. A system for electronically presenting and paying bills for at least one 
customer having an account from which funds may be drawn, comprising: 

means for receiving at least one electronic bill for a customer; 

means for scanning at least one paper bill received for said customer to 
generate electronic image information; 

means for extracting billing information from said electronic image 
information; and 

means for transmitting information that enables a customer to view at least 
one electronic bill and said extracted billing information representative of said at least 
one paper bill to the customer. 

17. The system of claim 16, further comprising: 

means for receiving a payment instruction from a customer to pay a bill; 
means for drafting a payment on an account for the customer; and 
means for sending the payment to the billing that originated the bill. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for drafting comprises means 
for printing a physical check on said account. 

19. The system of claim 1 8, wherein said means for printing also prints a stored 
scanned image of a remittance stub. 

20. The system of claim 17, wherein said means for drafting comprises means 
for submitting an electronic payment. 
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21. (Amended) The system of claim 20, wherein said means for submitting 
ry~> submits an electronic payment using one of an automated clearing house network, a 
automated teller machine network, and a credit card network. 



22. The system of claim 16, wherein said means for extracting extracts billing 
information from said electronic image information using optical character recognition. 

23. The system of claim 16, wherein said means for transmitting transmits an 
electronic image of a paper bill upon receipt of a request from the customer. 

24. A system for electronically presenting and paying paper-based bills for at 
least one customer having an account from which funds may be drawn, comprising: 

means for scanning a paper bill received for a customer to generate 
electronic image information; 

means for extracting billing information from said electronic image 
information using optical character recognition; and 

means for transmitting said extracted billing information representative of 
said at least one paper bill to the customer. 

25. The system of claim 24, wherein said means for extracting comprises: 
means for identifying a type of bill based upon unique numeric identifiers 

contained within said paper bill; and 

means for extracting billing information from zones that are pre-defined for 
said type of bill. 



MWN905806 



Application No.: 09/277,189 ^ ^ Page 8 

October 10 5 2002 



26. The system of claim 24, further comprising means for printing a physical 
check on an account of the customer. 

27. The system of claim 26, wherein said means for printing also prints a stored 
scanned image of a remittance stub. 

28. A system for electronically presenting and paying paper-based bills for at 
least one customer having an account from which funds may be drawn, comprising: 

means for scanning a paper bill received for a customer to generate 
electronic image information; 

means for extracting billing information from said electronic image 
information using an optical character recognition process; 

means for storing a scanned image of a remittance stub for said paper bill; 

means for transmitting said extracted billing information representative of 
said paper bill to the customer; 

means for receiving a payment instruction from a customer to pay said 
paper bill; and 

means for printing a paper check on an account of the customer and said 
stored scanned image of said remittance stub for said paper bill. 

29. The system of claim 28, wherein said means for extracting operates 
automatically. 

30. The system of claim 29, wherein said means for extracting comprises: 
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